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EVENT #1
1-Analysis of the existing building

On the 13th of March 2020 Karakusevic Carson Architects and We Made That hosted a day of 
engagement events with staff, management and licensees at the Selby Centre.

The first part of the event was a round table discussion around a model of the existing building. 
We  invited attendees to discuss aspects of the building that they liked and disliked, along with 
ideas for the new building. Feedback was recorded interactively using labels on the model and 
the results are summarised on the next pages. 

26
ATTENDEES

37
COMMENTS
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1. There is a community feel in the summer especially in the lively Global Garden.

2. 'I don’t know what it is but something makes us stick around.'

3. You can learn to ride a bike through the bike proficiency workshops.

4. The duty officers learn fixing and painting around the building.

5. The overlap between different communities is great and we always love seeing the bride at 
weddings.

6. We like the green wheels bike workshop.

7. The building is good for space and we don’t want to lose it.
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1. There are lots of noise and acoustic issues between rooms.

2. There are security issues especially anti-social behaviour.

3. Acoustics are a problem, especially from the function hall.

4. Ding Dong Fun Bus has low visibility from the street, the ceiling height is too low and it should 
have a separate power supply.

5. The corridors are a waste of space and there is a lack of light.

6. The reception should be visible when you walk in.

7. It isn't a good space for interaction.

8. There is high energy consumption and the heating is bad.

9. The function hall should be separate.

10. The prayer rooms could be improved.

11. The boxing gym needs a separate space.

12. The building is too old and needs too much maintenance. 

13. There are problems in the car park and people get stuck sometimes.

14. The building has too many entrances and exits.

15. There isn't enough storage for chairs.  

15



5

1

2

3

4

5
6

7

8

9

10

11

12 13

14

15

1. Re-use the containers and the fun bus!

2. Offices could surround an open courtyard or garden.

3. We need ablution and multi-faith spaces.  

4. The new building could have larger lunch and meeting rooms.

5. Make bookings more digital.

6. An under 5s play area should be included.

7. A separate play area for the function hall.

8. The function hall should have separate parking.

9. The new building should be low maintenance.

10. We want an atrium!

11. Wi-fi should be provided in the new centre.

12. Food waste should be used more sustainably.

13. The sports hall could have a viewing gallery.

14. We need nooks and crannies where people can have an informal conversations.

15. There should be more lockable storage in the hire rooms.
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2-Visioning workshop

The second part of the event focussed on a vision for the new building. In small groups attendees 
were invited to produce collages that explored their ideas around four key themes: 

• What the new building could look like
• The entrance and reception area
• The community garden
• The new cafe

Using a range of precedent images, groups picked out pictures they liked and merged them 
together to make a mood board that captured their ideas. These were then presented back to 
the rest of the group at the end of the session.

We have included the collages produced by attendees and highlighted some of the key themes 
that emerged from the event.

6
COLLAGES
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Here's what you told us about the new cafe:

Lots of daylight A strong connection to the outside Views out to green space

Glass, bricks, light and bright!

Here's what you told us about what the building could look like:

Timber cladding IconicBricks

Bright and open

Here's what you told us about the new community garden:

Seating that blends into the environment

It could be a village courtyard A water feature

Lots of trees with fruit

Lots of greenery

A flint wall with lots of timber

A roof garden

A shared courtyard

Wild planting

Clear entrance on approach to the building

Here's what you told us about the entrance, reception and circulation spaces:

There should be seating Lots of informal meeting spacesA big open reception

A light-filled atriumAlcoves
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Here are some other things you would like to see in the new building:

A cross fitness gym

A bike shed

A vegan market

A hammam or sauna A workshop

An outdoor cinema

A staff room

A community library

Night watchman facilities

Some common themes that emerged through the collaging were:

From over 200 images that were at the visioning session, the three images pictured below 
featured on many of the mood boards. Sociable circulation spaces with tables and chairs, a cafe 
with a view of green space and wild planting at the heart of the building are all key themes that 
will be used to inform the next stages of the design process as we start to develop more detailed 
proposals.




